
God in the Dungeon—

The Trials of Joseph

Genesis 37, Selected Verses



Genesis 37:3-8



Genesis 39:4-6

Genesis 39:6b

Genesis 39:7



Genesis 40:15:  

“I was kidnapped from my 

homeland, the land of the 

Hebrews, and now I’m here in 

prison, but I did nothing to 

deserve it!”



Where was God when Joseph 

was in prison?

Genesis 39:2-3

Genesis 39:21-22



What does Scripture mean 

when it says God was “with 

Joseph?”



Genesis 39:21:  

“God showed him His faithful 

love.”

Romans 5:5:

“God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit.”



What was God’s purpose in allowing 

Joseph to go to prison?

Psalm 105:17-19:

“(God) sent someone to Egypt ahead of 

them—Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  

They bruised his feet with getters and 

placed his neck in an iron collar.  Until 

the time came to fulfill his dreams, the 

Lord tested Joseph’s character.”



How did Joseph endure while 

waiting in prison?



Trust is reinforced by:

1.  Knowing God has a purpose 

for our pain.

Romans 8:28:

“God works all things together 

for good to those who love Him.”



2.  Knowing God is with us.

Matthew 1:23:

“The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a Son, and they 

will call Him Immanuel, which 

means ‘God with us.’”



John 14:16-18:

“‘16 And I will ask the Father, and He will 

give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, Whom 

the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees Him nor knows Him. You 

know Him, for He dwells with you and 

will be in you.  18 “I will not leave you as 

orphans; I will come to you.’” 



1 Chronicles 16:11:

“Seek the Lord and His 

strength.  Seek His presence 

continually.”



Four ways to gain an awareness 

of God’s presence:

1.  Make prayer a priority.

Psalm 145:18:

“The LORD is near to all who 

call on him, to all who call on 

him in truth.”



2.  Make praise a practice.

Acts 16:25-26:

“About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 

and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them, and suddenly there 

was a great earthquake, so that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken.  

Immediately all the doors were opened, and 

everyone’s bonds were unfastened.”



Psalm 100:4:

“Enter his gates with

thanksgiving, and his courts 

with praise!  Give thanks to 

him; bless his name.”!



3.  Spend ample time in God’s Word.

Colossians 3:16:

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you 

richly as you teach and admonish 

one another with all wisdom as you 

sing songs, hymns and spiritual 

songs with gratitude in your hearts 

to God.”



4.  Keep surrendering your life 

to Christ.

1 Chronicles 16:11:

“Seek the Lord and His

strength.”


